
Brown & Amber Ales

Style of the Month - January 2022



WTF is a Brown Beer
Brown Ale originally referred to all brown-coloured ales. Invention of 
the drum roaster (1818) allowed finer control of malt color and flavor. 
Pale ales and Black Ales rose in popularity and Brown Ale became a catchall 
term to refer to the beers in between these styles. The style(s) were 
generally forgotten until homebrewers revived them (1980s).

https://www.anchorbrewing.com/blog/brekles-and-a-brief-history-of-brown-ale/
https://beerandbrewing.com/dictionary/QPuJzcZGJq/



American Amber & Brown Ales
● 19B: California Common

○ Also known as a Steam beer, Gold Rush era 
origins. Fermented warm using lager yeast. 
Modern American hops are inappropriate.

● 19A: American Amber Ale
○ Caramel malty flavor. American New World 

hops. Mutually supportive malt and hops, no 
fruity esters.

● 27A6: Kentucky Common
○ Louisville origins (Civil war until 

Prohibition). Fast & cheap. Malts dominate, 
palate typical of adjunct beers. May have a 
minerally finish. 

● 19C: American Brown Ale
○ Chocolate, caramel, nutty, toasty malts. 

American/New World hops. Maltier than 
American Amber, hoppier than English Brown. 



English Brown Ales
● 27A9: London Brown Ale

○ Sugary-sweet beer with malts featuring 
caramel, toffee, with dark fruit esters. 
Always bottled. May be pasteurized 
and/or back-sweetened. 

● 13A: Dark Mild
○ Readily suited to drinking in quantity. 

Wide range of malt flavor, some 
fruitiness. Bitterness just to balance 
but not to overpower the malt.  

● 13B: British Brown Ale
○ Sweet caramel-centric and sometimes 

nutty malt aroma and flavor. A 
wide-ranging category with many 
interpretations but never roasted.



● American Brown Ale:
○ Who’s that Brownnnnn 

by Chris George
● American Amber Ale:

○ Sarsaparilla Amber Ale 
by Doug Appeldoorn

● California Common:
○ California Common 

by Pietro Caira

Recipe Database Examples



Locally Available Examples
Henderson Ides of 
December 2021: 
Earl Grey’s Cup 
English Brown Ale

GLB: Monty: Mild 
English Mild

Wellington: 
County 
English 
Brown Ale

Sawdust City: 
Gravenhurst 
Steam California 
Common



Strong Stout
16C: Tropical Stout
16D: Foreign Extra Stout
20B: American Stout
20C: Imperial Stout

February:
Strong Stouts & Ales

Strong Ale
17A: British Strong Ale
17A1: Burton Ale
17B: Old Ale
17C: Wee Heavy
17D: English Barleywine

 
22B: American Strong Ale
22C: American Barleywine
22D: Wheatwine



February:
Strong Stouts & Ales

Recipe Database 
Examples

Emily Storey: Planck’s Constout
Eric Cousineau: Bridal Brau


