
Belgian & French Beers

Style of the Month - July 2021



Belgian & French Ales
● 24B: Belgian Pale Ale

○ An everyday Belgian ale. Moderately 
fruity aroma, peppery/spicy phenols. No 
single component is too prominent.

● 24C: Bière de Garde
○ A malt-accentuated lagered beer. 

Traditionally brewed in spring and 
cellared for later consumption. Rounder, 
richer, and less spicy than a Saison. 
Imports often show oxidation, 
fruitiness, caramel flavors (signs of 
mishandling)

● 25B: Saison
○ Highly-attenuated, moderately bitter ale 

with a very dry finish. Aromatic with 
fairly high esters. Dryer, hoppier, and 
yeastier than a Belgian blond.



Belgian Ales
● 26A: Trappist Single

○ Pale and bitter, highly-attenuated 
Trappist ale. Medium yeast character 
with yeast-driven phenolics. Fruity, 
hoppy, bitter, dry.

● 25A: Belgian Blond Ale
○ Moderate-strength golden ale. Fruity, 

spicy, phenolic yeast complexity. 
Medium hop and alcohol flavor, 
balancing a smooth malt flavor with dry 
finish

● 25C: Belgian Golden Strong
○ A strong, fruity, hoppy ale. No hot 

alcohol aroma, moderate alcohol flavor. 
Esters reminiscent of pears, oranges, 
or apples. Similar to a Tripel but 
paler, crisper, and drier. 



Belgian Strong Ales
● 26B: Belgian Dubbel

○ Moderately strong and malty, dark/dried 
fruit esters. Spicy phenols. Balanced 
towards the malt. Some alcohol warmth 
but never hot or solventy.

● 26C: Belgian Trippel
○ Strong Trappist ale, rounded malt 

flavor, quite bitter and aromatic with 
clove/orange phenols. Does not taste 
strongly of alcohol. 

● 26D: Belgian Dark Strong Ale
○ Very strong Belgian ale, significant 

ester and alcohol aroma. Dark fruit 
aroma and flavor. Sometimes known as a 
Trappist Quad.



● Belgian & French Ales:
○ Ardennes Farmhouse Bière de Garde by Chris Schryer
○ Spider Eggs Super Saison by Evan Bonsell
○ Mark Verok’s House Saison by Mark Verok
○ NHC Medal Winning Saison by Mike Vandervoort

● Belgian Strong Ales:
○ Belgian Golden Strong GTA Brews Club Brew

Recipe Database Examples



Locally Available Examples
Henderson 
(Katalyst) 
Symington 
Saison

Delirium 
Tremens: 
Belgian 
Golden 
Strong



4A: Munich Helles
4B: Festbier
5B: Kölsch
5C: Helles 
Exportbier

August:
Pale, Amber, and Dark Lagers

2B: International Amber Lager
3C: Czech Amber Lager
6A: Märzen
7A: Vienna Lager
7B: Altbier
7C: Kellerbier

2C: International 
Dark Lager
3D: Czech Dark Lager
8A: Munich Dunkel
8B: Schwarzbier



August:
Lagers

Recipe Database 
Examples

Matt King: Storm King Kölsch
Chris Saunders: Munich Helles


