
Sour, Wild, & Brett!
Forget about viruses, let’s talk bacteria

Style of the Month - May 2020



Fermentation is influenced by microbes other than traditional brewing yeast. 
Beers in these categories are specialty interpretations of a base style which 
must be specified. 

● 28A: Brett Beer
○ Any base style fermented at least partly with Brettanomyces. Drier than the base 

style, Brett has high attenuation. Funk (barnyard, earthy, smoky) tends to 
increase with age. Tart is acceptable, truly sour, acetic and lactic are not. 

● 28B: Mixed Fermentation Sour
○ Any base style fermented at least partly with non-Saccharomyces microbes 

(Lactobacillus, Pediococcus, Brett). Balance between esters/phenols with 
malt/hops. 

● 28C: Wild Specialty Beer
○ A sour and/or funky version of a fruit, herb, or spice beer, or a wild beer aged 

in wood, other than lambic.

American Wild Ale



Belgian & German Sours
● 23A: Berliner Weisse

○ A dry, light German wheat beer with lactic 
sourness. Never acetic. No hop aroma, some 
malt flavor.

● 23B: Flanders Red Ale
○ Red-wine-like Belgian ale. Dry with 

tannins. Flavor and aroma are fruity, 
spicy, sour. Often aged. 

● 23C: Oud Bruin
○ Belgian sour brown ale. Fruity esters 

balanced by rich malt. No hop flavor or 
aroma. 

● 27A1: Gose
○ Tart, fruity wheat ale, coriander and salt 

flavours are common. Acidity balances the 
malt, not the hops. 



The Lambic Family
● 23D: Lambic

○ Wild Belgian wheat beer. Sourness 
subdues with age. Often citrusy. No hop 
flavor or aroma. 

● 23E: Gueuze
○ Wild Belgian wheat beer. Traditionally 

produced by mixing one, two, and 
three-year old lambic. More complex and 
carbonated than a lambic. 

● 23F: Fruit Lambic
○ Addition of fruit to a lambic. Fruit 

variety determines colour and aroma. 
Fruit character diminishes with age. 



30A: Spice, Herb, or Vegetable Beer
30B: Autumn Seasonal
30C: Winter Seasonal

July:
Spice, Herb, and Veg



July:
Spice, Herb, and Veg

Recipe Database 
Examples

Clayton Hoy Coconut Brown
Kieth Caines Spruce Tip Winter Ale
David Green Winter Warmer


