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Past Presentations

• gtabrews.ca/meeting-presentations/
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• gtabrews.ca/brew-slam

• Dates:
– Entry Deadline: Nov 4th, 2017

– Judging Dates: Nov 10th – 12th, 2017

– Judging Location: Amsterdam Brewery (45 Esandar Dr)

– Awards Ceremony: Nov 18th @ Henderson Brewing Company

• Title Sponsor: Toronto Brewing
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http://www.amsterdambeer.com/
http://www.hendersonbrewing.com/


Our BJCP Competition Guide

• gtabrews.ca BJCP Competition Guide was used 
as the genesis of this presentation:

– gtabrews.ca/bjcp-competition-guide/

• I will update it soon with additional insight
from this presentation

• Who here has already read it?
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To Win, Brew Great Beer

• This presentation isn’t going to cover this 
topic, but of course it’s important

– This is what the club is here for, to help YOU brew 
great beer

• Competitions can help with this when you use 
the feedback

• If you brew clean beer, you have a solid shot
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Why Enter?

• BJCP competitions are the best tool we have 
to generate un-biased/objective feedback

• Why?

– Judges are blind to the entrant (un-biased)

– Beer judged against a known standard (objective)

– Judges are required to demonstrate knowledge

• Challenge your brewing skills

• Fun, recognition, prizes, support the club…
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The “room” during Brew Slam 2016 Judging
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What is the BJCP?

• BJCP = Beer Judge Certification Program

• Judges are required to pass both an Online
and Tasting exam to become full members

• BJCP publishes style guidelines (2015 version)

• No judge is perfect, but the program 
encourages constant personal improvement
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http://www.bjcp.org/docs/2015_Guidelines_Beer.pdf


What is the BJCP?

• Judging is a human process, scores will vary, 
comments aren’t always helpful

– Don’t let this discourage you

– Every competition wants to maximize “judging 
quality”

– Tell the organizer if you are unhappy

• Scores are out of 50, but anything over 30-35 
is a great beer. 40’s are rare
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Using the BJCP Guidelines

• It takes time to learn about all the styles

– I’m always happy to help

• They are guidelines, not specifications

• Styles are useful to group similar beers 
together using only a short phrase

– Style names are all about setting expectations

• Styles have “Overall” & “Comparison” sections

– Use these when looking for a brief understanding
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Using the BJCP Guidelines

• “I don’t brew to style” is a common phrase

– While possibly true, this isn’t a barrier to entering 
competitions using BJCP Guidelines

– This only makes sense in the context of Classic 
Styles (BJCP categories 1-26)

– There are 8 specialty categories that cover 
anything else you could possibly brew

• Crazy Example:

– Chili+Chocolate+Mango Imperial Stout (29B)
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There are lots of little insights and 
tips “hidden” in the intro sections of 
the guidelines

There is an “extra” intro section for 
Specialty Beers that is very helpful



How to Enter

• Enter a style based on taste not recipe

– Your Saison may taste more like a Tripel, etc..

– Drink your beer while reading the guidelines

• Many styles have “Required Info”, be careful

– Only provide “just enough” information

– Do not declare ingredients below taste threshold

– Do not include stats like ABV/IBU/OG/FG

– Put yourself in the shoes of the judge/drinker
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How to Enter

• Examples of bad description:

– American IPA with citra & simcoe & equinox 
hops, Carastan malt, and 2 lbs/gal of ruby red 
grapefruit

• Example of a good description:

– IPA with grapefruit

• We limit to 50 characters for a reason

• There is a bit of strategy here, think like a
judge
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Tips on Entering

• Leverage your beers into multiple categories

– Some style are very similar, enter both

– Dosing finished beer with flavourings

• Eg. Porter + Cold Brew = Coffee Porter, tinctures

• Plan to brew “best fresh” styles with the 
deadline in mind

• Package close to the deadline and drop off

– Hint: TB stores cold ;)
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Tips on Entering

• Stewarding helps to understand how the beer 
will be judged

• Beer will be judged in a flight of similar beers

– You want to stand out from the pack

• Read the style you are entering

– If the style says dry, and your beer is sweet….

• Base style doesn’t have to be a classic style
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Packaging for Comps

• Use bottles with fully removed labels

– Your bottle is your first impression

– Use elastic bands not tape

– Brown 12 oz bottles are the standard

• BeerGun or counter pressure

– Not 100% required, but very handy to minimize 
oxygen

• If you force carb, try the “Kelsey McNair” fill

– Right up to the lip of the bottle = no oxygen
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Summary

• BJCP competitions are all about feedback

• Be strategic in what you declare to the judge

• Experience will help to understand the
process and the styles

• Try some tricks to maximize your success

– Multiple categories

– Dosing a Classic style to make a Specialty Beer

• Make a good first impression
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Volunteer @ Brew Slam!

• We are ALWAYS short stewards
– “Stewards are the lifeblood of every judging day and are the reason that 

things moving. They support the judges and making sure they have everything 
they need to do their job. This includes: stocking the table (glasses, 
scoresheets, etc..), managing the entries, and keeping the paperwork up to 
date.”

• Check out our “Perk Hierarchy”

• gtabrews.ca/brew-slam/volunteer/
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Questions?
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